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October 2, 2003

To:
The Rt. Hon. Jean Chretien


Prime Minister of Canada

Fax:
613-941-6900

Dear Sir:

Re:
Mr William Sampson

I have observed with great dismay the lack of concern and care by the Canadian government over the treatment meted out to a Canadian citizen, Mr. William Sampson, by the authorities in Saudi Arabia.  Probably the greatest pride of being a Canadian citizen is the right to carry a Canadian passport when traveling to other countries.  I expect the passport to be my greatest asset and protection when traveling overseas.  However, recently in the case of Mr. Sampson and previously in Iran, the Canadian government has acted like a deer caught in the headlights of an onrushing car, with total lack of resolve and determination to protect its citizens.  

Does this mean that in future, if I were to be mistreated by a foreign government while in that country, I would not be afforded the protection of the Canadian government which we, the citizens, elect to serve our needs?  Does it mean that our embassies and high commissions are responsible for nothing more than attending garden parties?  Does it mean that I travel at my own risk?  Does it mean that the Canadian passport is an irrelevant document designed only to allow us to cross borders without any recourse to Canadian protection?  Does it mean that my pride in carrying a Canadian passport is misplaced?

This is deeply disturbing and shows up Canada as week-kneed and one that can be bullied.  It shows we have a government which can no longer  be depended on to seek justice and protect human rights.  It is no longer a government which will act for the good of its people, let alone the good of people worldwide.

Do not let the rot set in. It is not yet too late to show our displeasure to the Saudi government.  I hope you will take appropriate action. 

Yours truly,

Alnoor Samji

